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ABSTRACT 

Supplementary specimens of the monotypic genus Kalocora show that diagnostic 
characters employed by Kennedy, based on the original description of Cora aurea are 
too variable, and therefore Kalocora is here relegated to synonymy under Cora. 

RESUMEN 

Ejemplares adicionales del genera monotipico Kalocora muestran que los caracteres 
diagn6sticos empleados par Kennedy, basados en la descripci6n original de Cora 
aurea son muy variables, y par lo tanto Kalocora es considerado aqui un sin6nimo 
de Cora. 

INTRODUCTION 

The exclusively neotropical family Polythoridae comprise small to large, robustly­
built zygopterans which often possess varying wing patterns. Because of their often 
beautiful wing coloration, adults have been the subject of several systematic studies 
(Selys 1853; Ris 1918; Kennedy 1940; Schmidt 1942; Fraser 1946; Santos & 
Machado 1960; Montgomery 1967; de Marmels 1982, 1988a, 1988b; Bick & Bick 
1985, 1986, 1990a, b, c, 1991, 1992; Zloty & Pritchard 2001; Burmeister & 
Borzsony 2003). Bick & Bick (1992) provided a key to all nine genera. 

Kalocora was erected by Kennedy (1940) based on the holotype and only known 
specimen of Cora aurea Ris, 1918, which was taken on a rushing mountain brook 
by A. H. Fassl in the Ximenes region on the upper Rio Dagua, Colombia, at 500 m 
in May 1909. Kennedy (1940) in erecting Kalocora did so solely on the original de­
scription; he had not examined the holotype. He (Kennedy 1940) did provide an ex­
cellent penned illustration from Ris (1918) and diagnosed the genus from all other 
then known genera. Kalocora appeared to be most similar to Cora Selys, 1853 but 
differed by the unbranched condition of CuA, the relatively wider wings with a width 
to length ratio ca 3.35 in Kalocora vs 4-5 in Cora, and banded metallic wing pattern 
with the wings hyaline in most species of Cora. 
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Figure 1: Wings of Cora aurea with condition of CuA illustrated- (a) holotype male; (b) male 
from Colombia [no further data]. Scale line: 10 mm. 
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MATERIAL AND METHODS 

In 1990 I received a consignment of various polythorids from Colombia (Valle del 
Cauca Dept, Buga, 789 m, 1985, 1 d'; and July 1990, 1 d') and 5 d' with no data but 
which likely hailed from the same area all of which agreed with the descriptions and 
illustration of Kalocora aurea except that CuA was either bifid or trifid, not un­
branched as mentioned in the original description. Through the kindness of H. G. 
Schroder of the Senckenberg Museum, Frankfurt am Main, I was able to borrow 
the holotype of Cora aurea. 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSION 

Comparison of these specimens showed them to be the same species. Thus, the con­
dition of CuA, which has been used as a generic character in separating Kalocora 
(not branched) from Cora (branched) is variable. I believe the wider wings and 
banded metallic wing pattern are only of specific diagnostic value, and therefore con­
sider Kalocora Kennedy, 1940 a junior synonym of Cora Selys, 1853. 

I provide wing illustrations of the holotype male (Fig. 1a) as well as a male (Fig. 
1b) with a trifid condition of CuA. C. aurea is apparently a seldom encountered 
species. My specimens appear to be the only others which have been collected since 
the holotype. Female and larva are still unknown. 
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